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Latest Dispatch

The youth in Zyryanka

2 Nov 2004 - 17:06

Our apartment in Zyryanka. Today the temperature have
risen a bit, only -23°C now. Instead there is a strong and
cold southerly wind. The sky's been blue for some days now
and there's no sign of more snow yet. Kolyma is still only
partly covered with ice, despite the cold. Will it ever freeze?

Written by Johan lvarsson, 20 years old.

"Why do you want to move from Zyryanka when you've
finished school?"

"Because Zyryanka doesn't have a future!"

That was one of the answers that erupted from one of the Meeting with the youth in Zyryanka
many questions we bombarded the student's in an English

class we visited earlier today.

Most students nodded in agreement.

| have to say that the classroom at the school was well equipped. The

usual chalkboard on the wall with it's usual white chalks was there. One could read today's date in English at the top left
corner of the board.

In front of that, on the catheter, there was a penholder filled with

pens and next to those, a heap of educational books were piled up. The

student benches, which were placed in the shape of a horseshoe, were normal tables together with simple wooden chairs.
At the back of the room, next to the only two windows, there was a wooden shelf crammed with books belonging to the
teacher. Every teacher have their own classroom and this one belonged to our friend Herman. The only

difference from a typical Swedish classroom was that there weren't any computers around.

The students we visited were only 14 years old and already they had a

good command of English. A fact which impressed us very much. These

students still have more than three years to go before they can leave

Zyryanka and study somewhere else. One of the first questions we asked was:
"How many of you will stay in Zyryanka when you're through with school here?"

A question which initially was met by silence, than everybody hollered

an answer. It seemed like nobody wanted to stay! The reasons were mainly these:
"There's no possibilities here and no jobs."

Others wanted to move because their parents wanted to and one girl in

particular wanted to move because she thought it was to cold in

Zyryanka! (By the way, according to Herman, students do not need to go to school when temperatures are below -50°C!)

In one way | can understand why they want to move from Zyryanka and this region. There seems to be very little
opportunities for work, a

boisterous career or an exiting future, unless they want to stay to work within the coal industry that is. Otherwise, the only
possibility to

find a job with a reasonable salary, and a more comfortable living, is

to move away. Which | personally can understand. But, than again, since | am a person who need to live close to nature, |
just couldn't handle living in a big city where | wouldn't be able to hunt or fish. Sometimes | wonder, if people, both young
and old, here in Zyryanka fully appreciate the fantastic nature that surrounds them? The students all seem pretty
surprised when we said it is with the most pristine wilderness in the world. Or maybe it is because they aren't old enough
to fully appreciate it yet?

Young people here in Zyryanka have quite a lot in common with young

people back home in Sweden. They seem to have the same interests when it comes to what they do in their spare time.
They meet with their friends, play games on the computer, listen to music or goes to the disco that is arranged every
weekend, to dance and socialize. Many of the problems they're experiencing are also the same as back home.

"What they want do in the future, family problems and girlfriend/boyfriend problems."

This past weekend, for example, we were invited to Violetta and here

family for dinner and | got to meet her son, Kirill. He was a 14 year
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old computer interested boy with a dream to move from Zyryanka and
become a plastic surgeon. It didn't take long until we were discussing
computers and different games, and it turned out that he liked playing
exactly the same games as | do (Battlefield 1942, CounterStrike and
Delta force) and knew as much as | do about computers.

It is beyond doubt that the young people here in Zyryanka have many

obstacles to face ahead of them. As far as | understand, there's no

possibilities for higher education, and if any jobs can be found. it

often has an unreasonably low salary. Others have parents who have

problems with alcohol and even here in Zyryanka, sadly enough, far away from any of the big cities, there is problems with
drugs. But at the same time they definitely have far more possibilities than | hade ever believed before | came here. Most
of them seem to live with a stable and loving family in a warm apartment with hot water and electricity. They have their
own computer with the possibility to hook up on the internet and many seem to have the possibility to go away to study.

It seems like few of them will come back after they graduated at another school, most of them will stay in the cities and try
to make their
dreams come true.

| wish them all the luck!

Ungdomen i Zyryanka

| var lagenhet i Zyryanka.

Lite varmare idag, bara -23°C nu! Istallet blaser det en hard vind fran

syd. Himlen har varit bla de senaste dagarna nu och visar inga tecken pa att de skulle komma mer sné an. Kolyma ar
fortfarande bara delvis

isbelagd, trotts kylan. Kommer den éverhuvudtaget att frysa helt?

Skrivet av Johan Ivarsson

"Varfér vill du 1amna Zyryanka nér du &r klar i skolan har?", fragade
vi.

"Dérfor att Zyryanka har ingen framtid!"

Det var svaret vi fick pa en av manga fragor som vi bombarderade
eleverna i Engelskaklassen som vi besokte tidigare idag med.

Klassrummet i skolan i Zyryanka var val utrustat. Dar fanns den

sjalvklara griffeltavlan med sina vita kritor, framfér den, pa katedern,

fanns ett valfyllt pennstall och bredvid 1ag bdcker staplade i en hdg.

Bankarna, som var hopstallda som en héstsko, var vanliga bord med enkla stolar i tra att sitta pa. Langst bak i rummet
mot vaggen och bredvid de tva fdnstren fanns en valfylld bokhylla i trd. Hogst uppe i det vénstra hérnet pd tavlan kunde
man lasa dagens datum, skrivet pa engelska. For varje larare hade sitt eget klassrum och det vi befann oss i tillhérde var
van, engelsklararen Herman. Den enda markanta skillnaden mot ett typiskt svenskt klassrum var avsaknaden av datorer.

Eleverna i klassen som vi besokte var 14 ar och redan valdigt duktiga pa engelska, vilket gjorde oss valdigt imponerade.
De har fortfarande tre ar kvar i skolan hér i Zyryanka innan de kan flytta och studera pa annat héll. Fér nér vi stéllde
frdgan om det var ndgon som kommer att stanna i Zyryanka sa var det knapptyst. Ingen vill vara kvar! Orsakerna ar
manga men ett aterkommande svar var, "Det finns inga méjligheter har, inga jobb bara problem."

Andra vill flytta darfor att deras foraldrar vill och en flicka vill flytta darfér att hon tycker att det ar for kallt! (Féresten, enligt
Herman sa behover eleverna inte ga till skolan nar det ar kallare &n -50°C!)

Jag kan & ena sidan forsta varfor de vill flytta frdn Zyryanka och det
har omradet. Har finns inte manga méjligheter till varken arbete,
karriar eller framtid, om de nu inte vill stanna och jobba inom
kolindustrin vill sdga. Fér de som vill skaffa en bra utbildning och ha
mdjlighet till ett jobb med skaplig 16n sa finns det bara en |6sning,

att flytta. A andra sidan &r jag sjalv en fritidsménniska som inte
skulle st ut med att bo i en stad d&r mina mgjligheter till jakt och
fiske skulle vara obefintliga, vilket gor att jag inte riktigt kan

forsta att de vill lAmna denna natur och alla dessa mojligheter till
vildmarksliv som finns hdr. Aven om nastan alla har vaxt upp inom
familjer med traditioner inom jakt och fiske och som agnat stor del av
sin uppvanxt till att vara ute i vildmarken, sa verkar det inte vara

nagot som de tanker pa. Kanske de inte har samma intressen som jag eller sa kanske det inte har blivit gamla nog att
uppskatta de mojligheter som finns.

Ungdomarna hér i Zyryanka har mycket gemensamt med ungdomar i Sverige, ja dver hela varlden ska sagas. Det verkar
ha samma intressen nér det galler deras fritid d& de traffar kompisar, spelar dataspel, lyssnar pa musik eller gar och
dansar pa det diskot som arrangeras varje helg.

Manga av problemen och tankarna de har &r samma som hemma: angaende flickvan/pojkvan, vanner, skolan, vad ska de
gora i framtiden. De &mnen de l&ser i skolan &r &ven de samma som hemma: matte, engelska, geografi, historia med
mera.

Det finns mycket som &r lika! Till exempel nér vi i helgen var bjudna

till middag hos Violetta och hennes familj s& fick jag traffa hennes son
Kirill, en 14 arig och dataintresserad kille med drémmar om att flytta
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fran Zyryanka och bli plastkirurg. Det tog inte l&ng tid innan vi var

inne i en livlig diskussion angaende spel och datorer och det visade sig
att han spelade precis samma spel som jag gér hemma (Battlefield 1942,
CounterStrike och Delta Force) och visste precis lika mycket om datorer
som jag.

Att det finns ménga problem fér ungdomar i Zyryanka gar inte att komma
fran. Har finns, sa vitt jag vet, inga mojligheter till en hogre

utbildning, de jobb som finns har oftast valdigt Iaga léner, en del har
féraldrar som ar alkoholister och tyvarr finns aven har i Zyryanka,

langt bort fran storstaderna, problem med droger. Samtidigt sa finns det
mer méjligheter &n jag trodde innan jag kom hit. De flesta bor i en varm
lagenheter med varmvatten och el, har en egen dator med internet och
alla verkar ha méjligheten att f& aka ivag och studera.

Nagra fa kommer sakerligen att komma tillbaka efter det att de studerat
fardigt, men manga kommer att stanna i staderna for att forsdka
férverkliga sina drémmar!

Jag 6nskar dem lycka tilll
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Previous Dispatches

Violetta and her son Kiilli

It is Sunday the 31st of October, temperature is -31°C and it’s sunny in Zyryanka. But the last
three days have been freezing cold and every time we've ventured outside, our eyebrows,
eyelashes, cheek

What do people in Zyryanka do on their free time?

It's the 26th of October, temperature is -23°C at midday, it's overcast and a slight, but icy cold
wind from the north and we're huddling up in our apartment wondering how we're going to be able
tog

Rat hunting 26 Oct - 20:33
Our apartment in Zyryanka, -25°C but sunny and no wind

Written by Johan lvarsson

When | looked at the thermometer this morning it showed -25°C, the lowest temperature so far
during t
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