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Latest Dispatch

On the move again, but troubles

persist

24 Feb, 05 - 23:58

GPS-pos: N6737' | E156°18' | Alt: 9 M

-49°F, overcast and we've made our way into a empty,
freezing cold and messy log cabin at N 67°37'32.8 and E
156°18'52.0. We've put 27 km:s behind us during 2 days
and it is Thursday the 24th of February today.

The time is getting close to midnight. We're both coughing
badly, the cold is still there, and we've got headaches, some
fever and eyes are sore. This is the second night in a row
that we've occupied a temporarily abandoned hunting
logcabin, where the heating stove is beyond belief crappy.
We've worked like demons, since we arrived here at 2.30 = :

p.m. today, trying to get the heat up. When we started, the e are frying to heat the log cabin

indoor temperature was -36 °F. Right now, 8 hours later, it's

only -29°F! Last night, having put in the same amount of work, even though we fed the stove with firewood every hour, we
didn't get the temperature above 12°F. We hardly got any sleep at all. The problem is, except this extreme cold at all, is
that these last two, half ruined, logcabins are to big and the ceiling far to high. Plus that the stove's been letting through
large amounts of smoke all the time. Which is far from healthy, but still a better choice than sleeping in the tent at -49°F
temperatures!

So those of you who's of the opinion that it's far easier to stay over in abandoned logcabins are wrong, compared to
sleeping in the tent, but, sure, it's warmer! Most of the time. But, yes, the positive aspects are many. (These past two
nights apart) We save fuel, you rest far better, you recover quicker, clothes dry out properly, we can listen to BBC World
Service on the short-wave and it is far easier to do repairs. However, using abandoned logcabins is only for people who
know the ways of the forest, the taiga. Since there's no firewood ready when we arrive at an abandoned, and in general,
extremely dirty logcabin, it takes us 3-4 hours to find the right type of firewood, get this wet wood to burn and make a
lasting fire out of it. And before we've melted snow for a warming cup of coffee, we're cold to the bone, since we've
hanged all clothes up for drying. But every second after that, is pure joy! At least until 6 a.m. when the alarmclock on the
Ipaq wakes us up. And every second hour during the night when we have to feed the stove with more firewood.

We're 3 weeks behind schedule and the going is getting tougher by the day. | have a feeling it will take quite some time to
reach Kolymskaya. We've lost far to much power during this unnecessary spell of disease and every day is one log slog. |
have no idea where it all will end up, but at least we're moving. And, | look forward to the morning we will wake up, check

the thermometer on the pulk and see the temperature have risen above -31°F. | am thoroughly fed up with this everlasting
extreme cold.

P& fard igen, men bekymren fortsatter

-45°C, mulet och vi har tagit oss in en tom, iskall och rérig jaktkoja vid N 67°37'32.8 och O 156°18'52.0. 27 km pa tva
dagar. Torsdagen den 24:e februari.

Klockan bérjar ndrma sig midnatt, vi hostar rejélt bagge, férkylningen finns kvar, vi har just nu ordentligt ont i huvudet, latt
feber och det svider i dgonen. Andra natten i rad, sa har vi ockuperat en tillfalligt dvergiven jaktkoja vars kamin &ar under
all kritik. Vi har jobbat kopidst att fa upp varmen, sedan vi anlande hit halv tre idag. Nér vi drog igang var
innetemperaturen -38°C. Just nu star tempen pa -2°C. Efter 8 timmars jobb. Igar natt fick vi bara upp temperaturen till 11°
C trots att vi lade in ved varje timme under natten. Vi sov knappt ingenting. Problemet, férutom extremkylan naturligtvis,
bade igar och idag beror pa att jaktstugorna ar alldeles fér stora med hogt i tak samt en kamin som réker in hela tiden.
Inte hélsosamt, men hellre det &n att sova ute i -45 minusgrader!

Sa& ni som tror att det &r enklare att dvernatta i halvt raserade skogskojor an i télt har fel, men visst, det &r varmare! Oftast.
Men, férdelarna ar manga mer an varmen. (Dessa tva sista natter undantaget.) Vi sparar bransle, kroppen vilar mycket
battre i varme, kladerna torkar snabbare, vi kan lyssna pa BBC World Service pa radion och det &r lattare att laga
utrustning. Men, att anvanda sig av skogskojor klarar bara den vane skogsmanniskan. Det finns ju ingen ved nar vi
anlander till dessa i regel valdigt lortiga kojor, sa det tar 3-4 timmar att hitta ratt ved, rensa kaminen pa gammal aska, fa
igang denna sura ved, géra en hallbar eld och innan vi smélt nog med snd, sa &r vi rejalt genomfrusna nar vi far i oss den
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forsta koppen kaffe. Men darefter ar det bara ett enda langt njutande tills det att klockan ringer klockan 06.00. Férutom att
vi maste upp varannan timme under natten och lagga in ved.

Vi ligger 3 veckor efter i tidsschemat och som det k&nns nu s& kommer det att ta tid att na fram till Kolymskaya. Vi har
tappat alldeles fér mycket kraft under férkylningsperioden och vi sliter alldeles fér mycket varje dag. Jag har ingen aning
hur det har skall ga. Men vi ar i alla fall pa gang, men jag ser fram emot den dag vi vaknar upp och termometern pa
pulkan &r 6ver -35°C. Det hér eviga kylan bérjar nu bli fér mycket.
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Previous Dispatches

Still in Chirkovo 22 Feb, 05 - 19:20

22nd of February. Today's our tenth day here at Chirkovo and it's time for us to move on. Bright
shining sun today and no wind, the morning temperature was -51°F. | wonder if it's ever going to
be any

Great humanity shown at Chirkovo 20 Feb, 05 - 19:07
-49°F this morning at 9.30 a.m. It is Sunday the 20th of February and a clear day with a cloudfree
blue sky. We're still in the logcabin at this tranquil place called Chirkovo. | am getting better by

The life of a Taiga hunter 17 Feb, 05 - 21:14

-51°F today at 9 a.m. and it is the 17th of February. We're still in the logcabin at N 67°34'01.2 and
E 155°46'56.5.

"This is a very demanding life" ,Sasha explains, "you don't k
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