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Latest Dispatch

Staying put

15 Feb, 05 - 16:47

GPS-pos: N6734' | E15546' | Alt: 8 M

Tuesday the 15th of February, Mikaels 43rd birthday. It's
our third day of rest at N 67°34'01.2 and E 155°46'56.5. We
are waiting for the nasty cold, that we caught some days
ago, to disappear. Clear and calm weather again after three
days of hard wind and snow, the temperature this morning
was -51°F.

Written by Johan lvarsson

A very nasty cold have forced us to stay put for three days
now, there's no way we could go on, it is that bad. Mikael's
got the worst of it with a fever, muscle pains, heavy chest
and a very bad cough, while I'm better off with only a sore
throat and an occasional headache. Even though this is
probably not one of the best birthdays Mikael have ever had, we have to consider ourselves lucky. If we would have had
to cope with this cold outside in the freezing cold tent, instead of as now when we're lucky to stay with 2 hunters in their
cabin, one of few along the river, we would have had big problems. | don't think it would have been possible for us to
recover out there in this cold.

Pavel preparing the traps

Pavel and Ivan, the two hunters that live in this cabin, have assured us that we can stay as long as it takes for us to
become better. But even though they say that it is no problem, we know how hard it is for them to survive and we don't
want to stay to long. As it is right now, though, we have no other choice.

We have tried to explain that we have our own food and that there is no problem for us to cook by ourselves. But they
won't listen to that argument, they shake their heads and keeps offering us of what they have. And what else can we do
than to agree to eat all this delicious cuisine of the Kolyma? We've had hare soup, moose meat stew, fish soups of all
kinds and the simple, but very tasty, fried sponge ball made out of flour, water, salt and lots of cooking oil.

But despite us being here, the life of our hosts continues as normal. Pavel just got in from the cold after being outdoors for
many hours to set traps in the hope of catching a few hares, but he wasn't to pleased by the outlook of it all. The last days
of bad weather have forced the hares to stay in hiding and for this reason no tracks can be found, which makes the
placement of the traps a guesswork. But Pavel is still optimistic and thinks that by tomorrow at least one have been
caught. Meanwhile, Ivan have been working with the chainsaw to cut some driftwood logs by the river to use as firewood
to heat the cabin. There's always something to do. Firewood have to be cut, ice for drinking water have to be carried
indoors all the way from the river and food have to be prepared and cooked.

It's not an easy life out here, lots of hard work in a harsh climate. But people here are strong and they seem to enjoy every
part of this life!

Ligger still

Tisdagen den 15:e februari, Mikaels fédelsedag. Det &r var tredje vilodag vid N 67°34'01.2 och O 155°46'56.5. Vi vantar
pa att den rejéla férkylningen, som vi fick fér nagra dagar sen, ska forsvinna. Klart och lugnt vader igen nu efter tre dagar
med hard vind och snd. Temperaturen idag pa morgonen var -46°C.

Skriven av Johan Ivarsson

En rejél férkylning har tvingat oss att ligga still under tre dagar nu, det &r sd illa att det vore omdjligt att fortsatta. Mikael
har drabbats varst med feber, muskelvérk, tungt brést och en valdig hosta, medans jag har klarat mig battre med bara lite
ont i halsen och en tillfallig huvudvark. Aven om det har férmodligen inte &r en av Mikaels battre fédelsedagar sa maste vi
anse att vi har haft tur. Om vi hade blivit tvingade att utsta den har férkylningen ute i det iskalla taltet, istallet fér som nu
nar vi far bo inne hos tva jagare i deras stuga, en av fa langs floden, s skulle vi ha haft stora problem. Jag tror inte att vi
kunnat aterhamta oss ute i den héar kylan.

Pavel och Ivan, de tva jagarna som bor i den har stugan, har férsékrat oss om att vi far stanna sa det behdvs fér att vi ska

http://www.humanedgetech.com/expedition/sibiria/showDispatch.php?id=18... 2005-06-29



Sida 2 av 3

bli battre. Men &ven om de séger att det inte ar nagra problem, s& vet vi hur svart det &r f6r dem att 6verleva och vi vill
inte stanna for 1ange. Men som det &r nu, sa har vi inget annat val.

Vi har férsokt att forklara att vi har var egen mat och att det inte ar nagra problem for oss att laga for oss sjélva. Men de
vill inte lyssna till det argumentet, de skakar pa huvudet och fortsatter att bjuda oss pa vad de har. Och vad annat kan vi
gobra &n att g& med pa att ata alla dessa delikata ratterna fran Kolyma? Vi har fatt harsoppa, algkéttsstuvning, fisksoppor
av alla olika slag och de enkla, men véldigt goda, munkliknande friterade bollarna gjorda av mjél, vatten, salt och massvis
av matlagningsolja.

Men férutom att vi &r hér, sa fortsatter livet som vanligt for vara vardar. Pavel kom precis in fran kylan efter att i flera
timmar varit ute och placerat ut fallor i hopp om att fanga nagra harar, men han var inte allt fér néjd med hur det verkade.
De senaste dagarna med daligt vader har tvingat hararna att vara kvar i deras skydd och darfér finns nu inga spar, vilket
gor att placeringen av féllorna blir rena gissningen. Men Pavel ar optimistik och tror att minst en har blivit fangad tills
imorgon. Under tiden som han varit ute sa har Ilvan arbetat med motorsagen for att sdga upp nagra stockar drivved nere
vid floden fér att anvénda till att varma upp stugan. Det finns alltid saker att géra. Ved ska huggas, is till dricksvatten
maste baras in hela vagen fran floden och mat ska férberedas och lagas till.

Det &r inte ett latt liv som de lever hér ute, mycket hart arbete i ett extremt klimat. Men de som lever hér ar starka och de
verkar njuta av varje del av det hér livet!
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Previous Dispatches

Complications 13 Feb, 05 - 17:33
It is Sunday the 13th of February today. -22°F and it is snowing with a heavy southerly, the reason
for today's milder weather. Due to a nasty cold we've stayed put today, in a small logcabin with Iva

Minor problems 10 Feb, 05 - 21:15

-46°F as usual, a freezing southerly wind, some snowdrift and it is the 10th of February. We've
done 29 km;s over the last 2 days. A hunters logcabin called Petrovo at N 67°37'39.2 and E 155°
18'26.4

Rough start 8 Feb, 05 - 19:49

8th of February. 15 km;s yesterday, we're resting today. We're staying at an abandoned log cabin
at N 67°33'14.3 and E 154°50'24.6. Another sunny day with a light, but cold, wind from the
southeast, t
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