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Latest Dispatch

What a spectacular welcome to
Kolymskaya!

16 Mar, 05 - 20:57

GPS-pos: N6843' | E15842' | Alt: 9 M

58 km;s during three warm days and we're inside a cozy
apartment! In the picturesque village of Kolymskaya, around
850 inhabitants, which is located between the taiga and
tundra at N 68°43'42,0 and E 158°42'14.6

What a welcome indeed! We were immediately, whether we
were tired after 6 weeks skiing or not, brought to the local
museum, where we were welcomed in a traditional
Chuckchi fashion with offerings to the Gods during a mellow
drumming, than treated to some spiritual dancing and Big welcome in Kolymskaya
singing, finished off with eating a table with local delicacies

like reindeer tongue, bone marrow, straganina, sugared gold berries and , of course, chai.

Just incredible! | am at loss of words and | have no idea why they treat us this good everywhere we come, but there's no
doubt that we're soulmates with these people. They knew exactly when we would turn up, since they've followed our
progress by the radio most hunters have in their logcabins.

After following a hard snowmobile track for a few hours yesterday, we've zoomed down a clean, wide and extremely fast
winterroad during three very long days! We've done 12 hours per day! This is the reason we've made it to Kolymskaya a
day ahead of schedule! We're extremely knackered, but happy!

Well, the road, what a chock when it turned up! We've heard about its existence for quite a while, but weren't sure whether
it was a joke or not. It isn't! It's a clean and wide winter road going all the way from Yakutias capital, Yakutsk, and all the
way to the Bering Strait. It passes through Srednekolymsk, Zyryanka, Kolymskaya and Cherskii, following the Kolyma
from 45 km;s directly west of Kolymskaya and all the way to Cherskii. A proper autobahn! There's no heavy traffic, but still.
It means the trip to Cherskii will be much easier than anticipated.

It just feels great having made it! Two weeks break coming up!

Vilket fantastiskt valkomnande till Kolymskayal!

Vi har nu avverkat 58 km under tre varma dagar och hamnat i en trevlig lagenhet i den lilla, men riktigt vackra byn
Kolymskaya, ungefar 850 iinvanare. Den ligger vackert beldgen vid Kolymas nordstrand, i grénslandet mellan skogslandet
och tundran vid N 68°43'42,0 och O 158°42'14.6

Vi hann knappt andas ut vid ankomsten och vare sig vi var trétta eller inte efter 6 veckors slit, sa férdes vi omgaende av
det kvinnliga kommunalradet Rima, till det lokala museet. Dar valkomnades vi av manga lokalbor och vi offrade pa
tjuktjernas traditionella vis till de lokala Gudarna under tiden tundrans trummor ackompanjerade det hela. Darefter bjods vi
pa lokala danser och sanger, vilket avslutades med et matbord fyllt av lokala delikatesser som rentunga, margben,
straganina, sockrade och frysta hjortron och naturligtvis, hdgvis med chai(te).

Obeskrivligt egentligen! Jag saknar ord for att beskriva den hér fantastiska upplevelsen. Jag fattar egentligen inte varfor vi
behandlas som kungligheter 6verallt, men det ar ocksa sa att vi ar sjalsfrander med folk har. Och de visste exakt nar vi
skulle dyka upp, e tersom de f6ljt varje stavtag vi tagit, som rapporterats per radio av de fa trappers Vi passerat.

Efter att ha foljt forst ett skoterspar och stérre delen en plogad mycket bred lastbilsvag i tre mycket langa dagar, 12
timmar per dag, sa ar vi framme i Kolymskaya! Vi &r ordentligt trétta, men lyckliga!

Vagen, ja, vilken chock nar den dok upp. Visserligen har vi hort talas om den har plogade vagen en langre tid, men inte
trott att det var sant. Men den existerar! Den gar hela vagen fran Jakutiens huvudstad Jakutsk hela vagen fram till Berings
Sund via Zyryanka, Srednekolymsk, Kolymskaya och Cherskii. Och den f6ljer Kolyma de sista 45 véastra kilometrarna till
Kolymskaya, ja, &nda fram till Cherskii! Rena autobahn! Nu &r det ingen tung trafik, men &nda!

Underbart att vara framme! Nu vantar tva valbehdvliga veckors vila.
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Elena - the first female trapper 13 Mar, 05 - 20:17

We've made our way into a tiny logcabin belonging to Chuckchi reindeer herders. It's located at N
68°27'49.9 and E 158°00'46.3. It's Sunday the 13th and today a mere 5 Chuckchi reindeer
herders began

There's no easy days in the Arctic 10 Mar, 05 - 19:00

It's the 10th of March today, Thursday, and we're sitting, slightly shivering, in the tent at N 68°
13'21'6 and E 157°42'33.2. We've done 12 demanding kilometer's today. -45°F in the morning, but
a mer

Tired after eight months of travelling 8 Mar, 05 - 20:12

It's the 8th of March today and we've decided to take a restday at a hunters cabin, N 68°07'52.1
and E 157°40'24.4, after 14 km:s of skiing yesterday. It's partly cloudy today with the temperature
at
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