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Reflections regarding the ice and the

winter
19 Oct - 16.35

Written by Johan lvarsson

Zyryanka, -20°C, sunny. A decimeter of snow covering the
ground.

g e se LR i &

It is Tuesday the 18:th of October and the sun is shining This is how Kolyma looks like right now. The school ofZyryanka can be
strongly seen in the middle, collapsed earlier this year by the strong currents of
through the window. The icy patterns, caused by the frost the river.

during the

night, is still there despite the warm rays from the sun. Fishermen can
be seen through the window as they are trying their luck out on the
newly frozen ice on a small river that connects with Kolyma. It is close
to the center of Zyryanka. | see a snowmobile, a Russian variety
called buran (heavy with only one wide ski in the front and double
tracked at the back), passing the river. There's no doubt winter has
arrived to Zyryanka!

After spending almost a week in Zyryanka we're starting to get a
perspective of the life here. The stress we had in the beginning, with
everything that had to be taken care of, is finally settling and we've
had time to think a little bit more about what we have waiting ahead of
us, that freezing cold and long skiing-part of the Expedition.

Kolyma is on the verge of getting covered with ice but the strong
current forces us to wait, probably one more month, before we dare to
move on. The ice is a major problem for us, if we fall through and end
up in the freezing water, well, that's the end of life! Due to the heavy
sledges/pulks we have to pull and the extremely strong current, we will
have no chance to get back up.

Yesterday another complication materialized due to heavy snowfall over the last few days. What happens is that the snow
covers the thin ice that is already there and isolates it from the cold which will stop it

from getting thicker. It will also hide weak parts of the ice that would

have been a lot easier to spot and avoid before the snowfall.

We've become conscious that the people here in Zyryanka also have great respect for the Kolyma River and it's currents
during the winter.

Everyone we've talked to so far have advised us not to go at all, and

nobody seems to know exactly when the ice will be strong enough.

Yesterday, when we spoke to a women about this problem, she asked us if we really wanted to do this, to head out on this
weak and insecure ice in this extreme cold? She reckoned we were better off if we took a transport plane out of the region
as fast as possible, and she was dead sure, if we did that:

"Everything would be fine!"

Another problem we're facing, an obstacle we've pointed out before, is

the extreme cold we will have to cope with. It is not only a question

how to muddle through with it ourselves, the equipment also have to face this extreme climate. A Russian acquaintance
now living in the States with a good knowledge of the area, told us that when the temperature drops as low as -60°C,
rubber for example, turns really sensitive and will break like glass when handling it!

The only certain thing we know about the winter right now, is the fact

that it will be extremely cold! And to be able to survive during the

coldest periods we have to plan meticulously, be smart, think ahead and calculate the obstacles waiting, and if we do that,
than nothing can go wrong!
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Kolyma with it's strong currents, mixed with this extreme cold is not a
good combination if you want to skil

Skrivet av Johan Ivarsson

Zyryanka, -20°C.

Det ar tisdag den 18:de oktober och solen skiner for fullt genom
fonstret. Trots de vdrmande stralarna s& har inte de fina ménstren, som
bildats av frosten under natten, tinat av &nnu. Ute p& den lilla floden
som rinner ihop med Kolyma sitter fiskare och prévar lyckan pa den
nyfrusna isen samtidigt som en skoter dundrar forbi pa strandkanten.
Det har blivit vinter i Sibirien, och det marks!

Vi har nu varit i Zyryanka en vecka och vi har antligen bérjat fa
perspektiv pa tillvaron har. Stressen med allt som ska hinnas med har
borjat lagt sig och vi har fatt tid till att tinka mer pa vad vi har

framfér oss, den l&nga och kalla skid&dkningen under vintern.

Isen har bdrjat Iagga sig pa Kolyma men de starka strémmarna i floden
gor att vi maste vanta, férmodligen en méanad till, innan vi vagar ge oss
ivag. Just isen ar av stor oro for oss, skulle isen ge vika och nagon av
oss skulle hamna i vattnet, ja da &r det férmodligen kort! | och med de
tunga pulkorna vi slépar pa och den otroligt starka strommen sa ar
chansen att vi skulle komma upp igen nastan noll. Igar kom aven ett
kraftigt snofall, vilket férsvarar ytterliggare. Den sné som kommer
lagger sig och isolerar den tunna is som redan blivit och férhindrar att
det fryser pa ytterligare, den déljer &ven svaga partier som annars
varit |1atta att upptacka och undvika.

Det mérks &ven att de som bor hér i Zyryanka har stor respekt fér Kolyma och dess strdmmar under vintern. De vi pratat
med hittills har alla avratt oss fran att &ka och ingen har kunnat sdga exakt nar de tror att isen kommer att vara stark nog.
Nar vi pratade med en kvinna igar

angaende just det héar, fragade hon om vi verkligen var riktigt skra pa

att vi ville ge oss ut pa dessa osékra isar och i denna kyla, hon tyckte

att vi skulle &ka med det transportplan som gar harifran tillbaka till

Jakutsk och vidare till Moskva, da skulle, som hon sa:

"Allting ga bra"

Det andra stora problemet vi star infér &r, som vi tagit upp manga
ganger, den extrema kyla vi kommer att utsattas fér. Det handlar inte
bara om hur vi klarar kylan utan &ven hur utrustningen klarar det har
extrema klimatet. Vi fick héra av en vén att nar det ar -60 grader s& ar
gummi skorare an glas och gar sénder vid minsta felhantering! Det enda
vi vet just nu infor vintern &r att det kommer att bli kallt! Och for

att klara att dverleva nar det &r som kallast s& méste vi vara smarta

och ténka flera steg framat, fér ingenting far ga fel!

Kolyma med sina starka strommar, tillsammans med denna extrem kyla &r ingen bra kombination om man vill &gna sig at
skidakning!

Expedition Tracking Center
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An insight through Olga and Vadim

Zyryanka, October the 17th. Snowing, temperature is -10°C. Snowing, of course, is no good when
it comes to the ice settling the way we want. It will only give us a dangerous double ice with water
inb

The technical equipment 14 Oct - 19:00

Wiritten in our apartment in Zyryanka at N65°43,57.4 and E150°54.00.9.

The days are now generally cold with icy winds and temperatures down to -15°C, but sunny and
beautiful!

Johan lvarsso

We made it to Zyryanka

Tuesday, 12th of October, we've arrived in Zyryanka, a settlement located at 65 degrees North
and 43,57.4 and East 150 degrees 54.00.9, temperature is -15 degrees below zero Celsius. We
paddled ov
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