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Later dispatches -

Latest Dispatch

Moscow, cloudy, the odd rainfall,
warm, noisy and strong smells of

pollution.
16 Jul, 04

We've just spent the first night in weeks without waking up,
worrying that something important has been forgotten
regarding the logistics of what equipment we need and how
to get it into Russia.

We've slept most of the day. We've also gone through the
equipment to check if it survived the rough handling on the
plane over, we’ve charged all batteries and we’ve read all
manuals for the last time concerning our technical
equipment. And we’ve spent a lot of time eating delicious
Russian cuisine. And we’ve said no to all offers of the
compulsory glass of vodka.

Nikolai shows us his epic route around the polarworld

”If you don’t drink vodka”, explained an Italian adventuress
whilst eating dinner tonight, "you’ll never get close to the
local people along Kolyma.”

All Russians at the table nodded in agreement. This could
turn out to become a problem. Titti and | don’t drink alcohol
and we don’t want to turn Johan into an alcoholic. We
thought about it early in our planning stages and therefore
contacted a well-known Swedish Siberia explorer, Ove
Andersson, and he told us he had brought a document from
his doctor who said he was suffering from a dangerous liver
disease and for this reason couldn’t drink alcohol. We did
the same a week ago. This we told people at the dinner
table and asked if it would help us. They shook their heads
and took another sip of vodka.

The Russian Adventure Club is a great place to stay.
Exciting people turn up in the kitchen all the time. Two
Greenlanders and a Dane turned up a couple of hours ago.
They are attempting to be the first humans to make a
passage through the Northeast- and Northwest Passage in
an open motorboat. It is their second attempt. They almost
stopped kicking at an accident last year. But they haven't
given up yet! On top of that, we’ve met Russia’s best known
skipper, Nikolay Litau, who is the first one to do those two
famous passages in a sailboat named Apostol Andrey.
Meeting these people inspires you to go ahead even
stronger than before!

Dmitry Shparo is of course the hub of it all. He’s open all
these closed doors for all of us. But he is also of the opinion
that the three of us have to drink plenty of vodka along the
Kolyma to get close to people. | am not sure we’re ready to
do that sacrifice. | mean becoming alcoholics to build a
bridge between cultures...
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Helen is the English translater at the office and she’s pretty fed up with
all our complicated mails!

Rapport #2 Moskva, molnigt, enstaka skurar, varmt, bullrigt och starka lukter av allehanda avgaser.

Tank, férsta natten pa flera veckor som vi sovit oavbrutet utan att vakna upp och inse att ndgon miss har gjorts i
planeringen!

Vi har sovit nastan hela dagen. Nér vi inte packat om grejer, gatt genom alla oandliga utrustningslistor, laddat den
omfattande tekniska utrustningens alla batterier och forsokt lasa in oss pa den tekniska utrustningens alla instruktioner,
innan det ar for sent. Och sa har vi atit mycket rysk och véllagad mat. Och tackat nej till de obligatoriska ryska
vodkasuparna.

"Ni maste dricka vodka”, forklarade en italiensk aventyrerska som dék upp pa klubben till middag, "Ni kommer aldrig att fa
kontakt med vildmarksméanniskorna annars. ”

Bordets alla ryssar nickade instdmmande. Det héar kan bli ett bekymmer. Titti och jag dricker inte och Johan vill vi inte géra
till alkis och en i Sverige kand Sibirienk&nnare, Ove Andersson, har gett oss radet att ta med ett papper fran en lékare dar
det star att vi alla tre har leverskador. Vilket vi gjort och fragade om det hjélpte. Alla skakade pa skallen. Och sa tog man
en sup till.

Den ryska aventyrsklubben &r en trevlig plats. Det dyker hela tiden upp spannande manniskor i koket. Nyss kom tva
gronlandare och en dansk som skall forséka passera Nordvast —och Nordostpassagen i en dppen bat. Ifjol holl de pa att
ga under vid forsta forsket. De ger inte upp. Darutdver har Rysslands mest kdnde varldsomseglare, Nikolay Litau, den
forsta att segla genom de ovan ndmnda passagerna i sin bat Apostol Andrey, inspirerat oss med sina beréttelser.
Fdrutom var gemensamma aventyrslusta sa har vi alla hjalp av Dmitry Shparo, dérrdppnaren nummer ett. Aven han ar
Overtygad att vi maste dricka vodka for att komma folk Iangs Kolyma in pa livet. Vi fortsatter leta en 18sning pa
vodkaproblemet. For dar gar gransen att var iver att bygga broar kulturer mellan. Vi vill inte bli alkisar pa kuppen!
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Previous Dispatches

Dispatch 1 - Offices of the Adventure Club of Russia 15 Jul, 04
Finally, after many days of sleepless nights, we feel totally at peace! We're lying on the floor of an
office belonging to the Adventure Club of Russia and suddenly we've realized that the adventure h

A week before leaving! 6 Jul, 04

A mere week to go before were off to Kolyma. There’s no great feeling of happiness, we're just
tired. Knackered due to all the busy preparations, all the worries regarding permits, overweight
and, th
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