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Latest Dispatch

How to stay married for 50 years
7 Apr, 05 - 21:24

GPS-pos: N6831' | E160 23" | Alt: 0 M

How to stay married for 50 years. (Advice from Anna
Yakovlevna and Piotr Innokentyevich how to do it!)

4-5 m/s southerly today, about -4 °F Midday and under -22°F
as usual during the night. If one considers the chilling factor,
the proper day temperature has been around -30 °F.
Therefore, it's been a awfully chilly and gray day, but still,
it's been like a walk in the park since we left Kolymskaya.
We're not even sweating nowadays. 25 kms today, 3 days
to reach Chersky. It is the 7th of April, Thursday. Tent
pitched at N 68°31'59.1 and E 160°23'51.5.

"l saw you when you visited our camp on the tundra" ,Piotr
laughs with a toothless grin, "everybody liked you
immediately. Not because you are two great athletes, but due to the fact that you ate more food then the rest of us. We've
had some official visits from abroad during the years. Everything from French people to Muscovites. But they hardly touch
our food. As it would be foul and not good enough for them. We Chukchi appreciate people who eat a lot and show how
much they like our food."

Piotr is 80 years old and a legendary reindeer herder in the area. He's a very warm and kind human being. He jokes and
laughs pretty much all the time and seems to have an interest in all ways of life.

"A lot of the old people we've come across along the Kolyma suffer from rheumatism" , | say and add: "Does that apply to
you as well?"

"I've never been ill one single day in my life" ,he answers slightly surprised but with a big smile, "lI've never met a reindeer
herder either, who's been ill. At least, not many. Don't you know that life on the tundra is the healthiest of all? And the
best! Nobody suffers out there. The reindeer supplies us with all we need. From food to clothes."

Even if Piotr has retired since a few years back and left the life on the tundra, he oftenly heads out there to visit all the
camps. He just takes his snowmobile and his 10 years younger wife and travel up to 7 hours to reach the closest camp!
"Somebody told me yesterday that you thought that only 40 reindeer skins were needed for a yurangi (Chukchi tent made
of reindeerskins)" , Anna, his funny, kind and jovial wife points out, "but this applies only to a small yurangi. 80 is more
normal."

That was one of the reasons they invited us to their modern home full of children. To help us get things right. Anna and
Piotr hugs each other a lot and laughs as much.

"This year, I've been married to my wife for 10 years" I tell them and then | ask the following very important question; "But
how in earth do you do to stay married for over 50 years?!"

Anna and Piotr laughs in a way that | feel like I've asked the dumbest of all questions.

"You have to have fun together" ,Piotr says and Anna nods agreeingly, "If you can't laugh together every day, it will not
work."

"Any more advice?" ,| ask.

"Enough", Anna says, "food is already on the table! You have to stuff yourselves now, otherwise you'll never make it all
the way to Ambarchik."

4-5 s/m sydvind idag, drygt -20°C mitt pa dagen och under -30 som vanligt nattetid. Sakert en 35 minus under dagen, om
man beténker kyleffekten. Mycket grékall dag saledes, men &nda som en avancerad promenad i parken som helhet. Vi ar
inte ens svettiga. 25 km avverkade. Torsdagen den 7 april, 3 dagar kvar till Cherski. Vi har slagit upp taltet vid N 68°
31'59.1 och O 160°23'51.5.

Gifta i 50 ar. (Rad fran Anna Yakovlevna och Piotr Innokentyevich hur det gar till!)

"Jag sag er i katan ute pa tundran" ,skrattar Piotr med ett brett, tandidst leende, "alla tyckte omgaende om er tva, inte
bara for att ni &r stora idrottsman, utan for att ni 4t mest mat av alla. Vi har haft en del officiella besdk under &ren, alltifran
fransman till moskoviter, men de brukar knappt réra var mat. Som den inte skulle vara bra nog fér dem. Vi tjuktjer
uppskattar folk som tycker om var mat och visar det."

Piotr &r 80 ar och legendarsik renskétare i omradet. Han &r en oerhért varm ménniska. Han sk&mtar, skrattar hela tiden
och &r intresserad av allt.

"Manga aldre lider av reumatism som vi traffat Iangs Kolyma" ,papekar jag och fortsatter: "Galler det aven dig?"
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"Jag har aldrig varit sjuk i hela mitt liv!" ,svarar han glatt férvanat, "Vilken renskétare ar det? Livet pa tundran ar det
friskaste och bésta liv som finns! Ingen lider néd darute. Renen ger oss allt vi behéver, frén klader till mat.”

Aven om Piotr dragit sig tillbaka och lamnat livet pa tundran och bor i ett modernt hus i Kolymskaya, tillsammans med
sOner, déttrar och en massa barnbarn, han ar osaker exakt hur manga de &r, s& tar han ofta skotern och tillsammans med
den 10 ar yngre hustrun, dundrar han ut pa tundran och besoéker de olika renskotarlagren. Narmast lager ar 7 timmars
fard bort!

"Jag horde att ni trodde att det bara gar 40 renskinn till en yurangi (tjuktjisk kata av renhudar)" ,papekar den lika varma
och glada hustrun Anna, "det ar fel. Det ar en liten yurangi. Det dubbla ar normalt."

Denna felaktiga information &r en av anledniarna till att vi blivit bjuda till deras hem. S& att vi far ratt information med oss
hem. Anna och Piotr kramar varandra ofta och skrattar mest hela tiden.

"Min hustru och jag firar 10 ar tillsammans som gifta i &r" ,beréattar jag och stéller darfor féljande viktiga fraga: "Hur gor
man for att forbli gift i 50 ar?"

Anna och Piotr skrattar, som om det vore den dummaste av alla fragor.

"Man maste ha roligt tillsammans" ,svarar Piotr och Anna instimmer skrattande, "Kan man inte skratta tillsammans varje
dag, da gar det inte."

"Nagot mer r&d?" ,fragar jag.

"Asch" ,svarar Anna, "jag har serverat maten nu. Nu ska ni &ta sa ni orkar anda fram!"
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AMBARCHIK BAY - END

Previous Dispatches

Enjoying life in the tent 5 Apr, 05 - 20:46

5th of April today and we've done 45 km:s during two days and have pitched the tent at N 68°
33'13.1 and E 159°0'40.2. The sun is shining and there's not a cloud on the sky to be seen. It's a
northerl

Goodbye Kolymskaya 3 Apr, 05 - 20:04

3rd of April today, Sunday and the temperature was -32°F this morning. It is -10°F right now, 7
p.m. We've pitched our tent at N 68°44'18.2 and E 159°14'28.4, right next to the winter road
heading eas

The last stretch coming up 1 Apr, 05 - 20:38

1st of April today and the cold continues. We're still in Kolymskaya. -37 °F, not a cloud on the sky,
but a chilly northerly wind. We are leaving on Sunday, two days left now, and we are getting our
ac
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