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Latest Dispatch

Serious thoughts regarding the
North Pole when our goal at
Ambarchik Bay is only 80 kms away!

17 Apr, 05 - 22:25

GPS-pos: N6908' | E16129' | Alt: 0 M

-13°F at 6 a.m. 23°F during midday. It's been a sunny day
plagued by a cold northerly wind, this Sunday the 17th of
April. We've entered our 10th month of travelling and we've
pitched our camp on the sastrugi at N 69°08'01.2 and E
161°29'00.0. We've skied 47 kms during two days.

It's been two fast and easy days on the hard sastrugi. The
taiga is giving way to the empty, vast, flat and horizon free —_— -
tundra. We've spotted several watch towers and high fences ~ -¢aving the taiga for the fundra
on the banks in the east, to remind us of the sad history of the Gulags. The paradox, however, is that even though one of
the worst crimes in the history of mankind have been committed here along the Kolyma, this is where I've come across
the nicest and truest human beings during all my travels. Only a mere 50 years later!

That sad reality apart, I've thoroughly enjoyed the last two days. Since we both have skied since we learned how to walk,
we travel fast and easy on the hard sastrugi without loosing too much energy. Even the heavy pulks travel easily on the
sastrugi. We don't ski more than 6 hours per day, since we prefer enjoying the heat, either in a snowshelter at lunch or
relaxing in the tent. It, therefore, takes us 3-4 hours every morning to get out of the tent. Finally this last stretch, after
freezing for months, we get a decent chance to enjoy life fully!

Unfortunately I've once again gone down with the explorers worst disease - namely serious thoughts regarding the next
Expedition! When not thinking about my much loved wife, my family and friends, or the next meal, well, than | just churn
out thoughts regarding this matter! Today | started thinking about the North Pole since it isn't too far away and | thought,
what would it be like to ski to the North Pole in a proper way during the most demanding circumstances? Or the South
Pole? Not as it is generally done today, when hopefuls cheat by flying in, choosing the shortest and easiest route or using
paragliders? No, by doing it in a way to equal the true explorers, those who mapped the world we know today, before the
days of easy adventures started during the mid 1950's? | mean during the most demanding time of the year? During the
ice cold and dark Midwinter? Not like today, during this time of warmth, plenty of daylight and easy orienteering? Would it
be possible to achieve for a simple human being? As far as | know, which as usual could be totally wrong, this haven't yet
been done.

Right in the middle of these thoughts, a Siberian hunter turned up on a snowmobile. The frostbites on his cheeks where
the worst I've ever seen. So bad, that if a modern polar explorer would have suffered the same fate, he would not only
have received first page attention in many tabloids in the west as a true he-man, he would have taken a sick leave for a
couple of years!

"Aaah, normal-na" , the hunter answered when we indicated the frostbites on his cheeks.

He then smiled and asked if we had fish and meat enough to last us to Ambarchik. If not, he would supply is with what we
needed, since he had spent half year hunting and fishing by himself in the middle of nowhere. Only once had he been into
Cherskii, then only to resupply. He had slept in a normal Russian canvas tent during the coldest and darkest months of
the winter. -47 °F average cold day and night. He hadn't seen one single person and he said his hunting luck hadn't been
to good. But he had received plenty of exercise, since 6 days a week he walked 32 miles to check his traps.

"Aah, Normal-na" ,he answered when we asked him how he could cope.

That was enough for me to stop dreaming and once again become a mere human being!

-25°C klockan 06.00, annars runt -5°C under den mycket soliga dagen som praglats av en iskall, oavbruten nordanvind pa
2-4 s/m. Det &r sbndagen den 17 april, vi &r inne pa var tionde ménad och vi har slagit lager pa skarsnon vid N 69°08'01.2
och O 161°29'00.0 och vi har skidat 47 km pa tva dagar.

Tankar runt Nordpolen nar det ar 8 mil kvar till malet i Ambarchik!
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Under tva dagar har vi enkelt skidat fram pa den harda snabba skaren. Tajgan borjar férsvinna och den oerhért tomma,
horisontldsa, vidstrackta och platta tundran tar 6ver. | 8st har vi sett vakitorn och sténgsel fran Gulag-tiden illavarslande
ge sig tillkénna. Det gar inte att undvika dem och deras dystra historia. Tank att har Iangs Kolyma, dér ett av den
maénskliga historiens vérsta brott har skett, finns idag, bara drygt 50 ar senare, de finaste manniskor jag ndgonsin stétt pa!

Annars har jag bara njutit av dagarna tva. Eftersom bade Johan och jag har akt skidor sedan barnsben, kér vi snabbt och
utan att férlora nagon stérre energi. Trots tunga pulkor, men de glider 14tt pa den guppiga skaren. Vi kér bara 6 timmar per
dag. Resten agnar vi at att sola i vara vindskydd under nagra lunchtimmar eller att njuta av varmen i taltet. De tar 3-4
timmar att ta sig ur téltet pA morgonen. Tank att vi i alla fall far full njutning den sista biten, efter att ha frusit hela vintern!

Och jag har aterigen drabbats av den varsta av upptacktsresandens sjukdomar - namligen drémmen om néasta resa! Nar
man inte tanker pa sin alskade hustru, ens familj och goda vénner, eller nasta maltid, ja, da mal tankarna i dessa
forvirrade banor! Idag tankte jag, eftersom den inte &r alltfér avidgsen nu, hur skulle det vara att skida till nordpolen pa
riktigt under de svaraste forhallanden? Eller Sydpolen? Inte som géngse monster ar idag, fuska genom att flyga in, ta den
kortaste och enklaste vagen eller anvanda sig av skarmflygning, utan gora det pa ett satt som aven de verkliga
upptacktsresandena gjorde, ja, de som geografiskt kartlade var varld innan de enkla &ventyrens tid inleddes i mitten av
1950-talet? Under den svaraste tiden? Under den becksvarta och livsfarligt kalla midvintern? Inte som ar ménstret idag,
nar det &r ljust, varmt och lattorienterat? Ar det méjligt tro? Klarar en simpel manniska detta, for sa vitt jag forstar ar det
ingen som klarat denna ytterst kyliga utmaning.

Mitt i de tankarna dok en sibirisk jagare pa skoter upp. Hans forfrusta kinder skulle ha fatt en modern polfarare att ge upp
och sjukskriva sig i minst tva ar, for det hade den moderne fatt tva I6psedlar i Aftonbladet och Expressen och fatt
Stalmannen status, for att sa svara var jagarens skador.

"Asch, normal-na" , svarade jagaren nar vi pekade pa kinderna.

Jagaren log och undrade om han fick ge oss lite fisk. Sedan berattade att han, forutom nagra dagars pafylining av mat i
Cherskii, legat ute i ett ryskt smartingtalt, under ett halvar. Under hela den kallaste och mérkaste tiden. En snittemperatur
pa drygt 40°C dygnet runt. Jakten hade gatt sddar, men han hade fatt mycket motion. 6 dagar i veckan hade han pulsat
sig fram i djupsndn i en tva mils slinga, for att kolla sina fallor.

"Asch, Normal-na" ,svarade han nér vi undrade hur han orkade.

Och med det férsvann mina sjalvhavdande tankar och jag blev ater mé&nniska!
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AMBARCHIK BAY - END

Previous Dispatches

The son of two murdered Gulag prisoners tells his story 14 Apr, 05 - 17:43

It is the 14th of April today, Thursday, and we were set to leave Chersky this day, to do our last
stretch to Ambarchik Bay. Roughly 8 days of skiing over the windswept tundra. But, as you know,
our f

Conversations in a Siberian sauna 13 Apr, 05 - 00:26
Tuesday the 12th of April. It's been a bit of a chilly day with a northerly wind, around 5°F during
the day and not a cloud to be seen in the sky. Seems like we won't be able to leave for the final le
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We've made it to Chersky! 10 Apr, 05 - 23:27

10th of April today, 14 °F with a strong sun and a cold northerly. We've just made it to Chersky,
from where we will head out on our last stretch to reach our final goal at Ambarchik Bay. This very
Rus
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