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Latest Dispatch

Moscow - stress and tiredness
30 Apr, 05 - 21:29

It's Saturday the 30th of April today and the last days have
been very hectic. I've met my parents again after almost 10
months of travelling, big press conference here in Moscow
and then all this people, this stress and unfriendliness
compared to what we are used to. Also an incredible
tiredness after this last days of travelling and the jetlag. The
weather in Moscow today is nice and sunny, and the
temperature now in the morning is around 48 °F.

Johan Ivarsson at the pen:

It started already in Yakutsk when we stepped out of the
plane. It was people everywhere who all seemed to be in a
hurry, commercial signs wherever you turned your head and
noisy music playing non-stop in every shop, restaurant and even at the hotel. Everything was so fast and unreal
compared to the world we've been living in. Moscow was worse of course. Here we almost got run down when we walked
out on the street. Not even possible to compare it to the good Kolyma region where everyone we met on the streets
stopped us to talk for a while, shake our hands or at least ask us how we where. This would never happen here. And
everywhere you go, to a shop for example or even the people at the airport who are hired to help you and give you
service, you are met by unfriendly and stone-faced people who are more interested in looking at them selves in the mirror
than to help you. I'm afraid that it will take much longer to get used to the civilized world again than | could ever have
imagined.

People everywhere!

We also lost our gun to the police at the airport here in Moscow, who refused to give it to us when we where checking out.
Instead we will now get it when we leave for Sweden, we hope. If not, well, then we will be stuck in Russia for a while
since it is impossible for us to leave without it. Dmitry Shparo, who is helping us with permissions and everything here in
Russia, say that everything will be alright, though. But it feels like we've had our share of problems for this expedition now.
Will never stop?

We are very tired now of course due to all this new impressions, the fact that we are eight hours wrong in time and also
due to the expedition itself. But it haven't only been negative experiences since we came back to the civilization. Same
day as we arrived here in Moscow we had a very successful press conference at the Swedish Embassy with many of the
biggest Russian newspapers and T V-stations. And a few minutes before the press conference started my parents, who |
haven't seen for almost 10 months, arrived from Sweden together with Titti (Mikael's wife and our third active member of
the expedition). A very joyful moment of course, it was great to se them again after all this time!

So now we are trying to enjoy our lives here in Moscow for a bit before we continue home tomorrow. Will probably make a
tour into the Kremlin and the Red square.

Stressiga Moskva

Det &r lI6rdagen den 30:e april idag och de senaste dagarna har varit hektiska. Jag har tréffat mina féraldrar igen efter
néstan 10 manaders férd, stor presskonferens hér i Moskva och sen alla dessa manniskor, den hér stressen och
ovanligheten i jamfdrelse med vad vi ar vana vid. Aven den hér otroliga tréttheten efter de senaste dagarnas resor och
tidsomstaliningen. Vadret i Moskva idag ar klart men lite disigt och temperaturen nu p& morgonen &r runt 9°C.

Johan Ivarsson vi pennan:

Det bérjade redan i Jakutsk nar vi klev av planet. Det var folk 6ver allt som verkade ha brattom nagonstans, reklamskyltar
vart man &n vande huvudet och hdgljudd musik som spelade non-stop i varje affar, restaurang och aven vid hotellet.
Allting var sa stressigt och overkligt i jamférelse till den varlden som vi levt i. Moskva var &nnu varre sa klart. Har blev vi
nastan nersprungna nar vi gick ut pa gatan. Oméjligt att jamféra med det trevliga Kolyma omradet dér alla stoppade oss
pa gatan for att prata lite, skaka hand eller bara fraga hur vi hade det. Det skulle aldrig hdnda hér. Vart man an traffar
nagon, i en affar eller till och med de som &r anstéllda pa flygplatsen for att hjélpa till och ge dig service, sa blir man métt
av otrevliga och stela manniskor som &r mer intresserade av att se pa sig sjélv i spegeln an att hjalpa dig. Jag ar radd att
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det kommer att ta mycket langre tid att vana mig vid den véasterlandska varlden igen an jag nagonsin hade trott.

Vi blev &ven av med vart gevar till polisen vid flygplatsen har Moskva som vagrade att ldmna ut det till oss. Istallet s& ska
vi nu fa det nér vi lamnar landet, hoppas vi. Om inte, ja, d& blir vi kvar i Ryssland eftersom det &r oméjligt fér oss att
komma ivag utan det. Men Dmitry Shparo, som hjalper oss med tillstdnd och allting har i Ryssland, tror att allting kommer
att 16sa sig tillslut. Tar det aldrig slut?

Vi &r valdigt trétta nu efter alla dessa nya intryck, det faktum att vi ligger atta timmar fel pa grund av tidsomstéllningen och
sjalvklart aven pa grund av sjélva expeditionen. Men det har inte bara varit negativa upplevelser sen vi kom tillbaka.
Samma dag som vi kom till Moskva s& hade vi en valdigt lyckad presskonferens pa Svenska ambassaden med manga av
rysslands storsta tidningar och TV-stationer. Och alldeles innan presskonferensen skulle bérja s& kom mina foéraldrar, som
jag inte har sett pa nastan 10 manader, tillsammans med Titti (Mikaels fru och var tredje aktiva medlem i expeditionen).
Det var valdigt rolig att fa traffa dem efter sa lang tid!

Just nu sa férsdker vi njuta av livet nagot har i Moskva innan vi fortsétter hem imorgon. Idag blir det férmodligen en tur till
Kreml och Réda torget.

Expedition Tracking Center
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Previous Dispatches

No plane arrived today! And, concerning the first meeting with other Europeans 26 Apr, 05
-23:48

We were supposed to fly out from Chersky today. But no plane arrived. Spring has arrived,
though, with really warm weather, the economy at the local airport has crashed and nobody
seems to want to cle

The return trip from Ambarchik to Chersky 24 Apr, 05 - 17:48

We're back in Chersky. Spring has arrived, it is sunny and it is dripping from rooftops and winter
roads have turned muddy. It is Sunday the 24th of April and we're in the middle of packing all our
ge

We made it - we're in Ambarchik Bay! 22 Apr, 05 - 24:40

We skied into Ambarchik Bay yesterday, the 21st of April, after skiing 13 km:s with a hard
southerly wind. Ambarchik Bay is our goalline! We pitched our tent for the last time at N 69°
38'04.8 and E 16
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